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Oon space

With the canvases making up this exhibition at 418 Gallery from Bucharest,
artist Petrica Stefan proposes an encounter between the beholder and images of
parallel dimensions. The virtual spaces he imagines are infinite and chromatically
diverse. They are clusters of brush lines in a Brownian motion or designs of a
metaphysical geometry.

Each composition seemsrather tobe a snapshot of a macrocosm caught on
an oversize light-sensitive plate, then developed and magnified to reveal that which
lacks material form. Once exposed to the radiance and vibration of the lines, the
beholder may feel enticed to construe them on the one hand as details of a remote
galaxy or the birth of a supernova, or to engulf with a panoramic view the moment,
frozen in time, of a complete scan of the Big Bang, on the other. Then, glancing at
the series as a whole, the beholder can’t help but wonder whether they're not in fact
looking at the thousand-fold image of a slide describing a cellular microcosm.

During times when mankind makes new discoveries in physics that are
meant to confirm theories seen as speculations just half a century or less ago, when
we are witnessing unprecedented political and social clashes generating mixes of
different cultures and civilizations, Petrica Stefan's art turns to parallel dimensions,
creating transcendental spaces, spaces of individual refuge.

To sum up, the current undertaking of the series on Space puts forth a
theory of finding (once more) man's initial balance, of childlike serenity which is
a given of human nature. This delicate balance is easily upset once we push our
existence up the daily timescale, building up to anxiety, inner monologue and
uncertainty. The constant need to restore the initial balance urges to turn back to
essence and origin. We are constantly reshaping the spaces we think in, welose and
regain contact with ourselves or we contemplate amidst our infallible individuality.

The series on Space opens up a window to the painter’s personal universe,
one through which we are free to see. We can transform the experience of seeing
his works into an individual meditation in relation to our personal inner space. How
would these parallel universes belonging to each of us look like? What elements
would go into their making?

Petrica Stefan uses as source of inspiration the initiating experience of
meditating out in nature, on the hills of the Hateg area, but also the dialogues with
his professor from college, Cristian Sida, on de Kooning's abstract expressionism in
the context of the School of New York.

[lina Schileru, curator

» EMBRYOS 26 BLUE, oil on canvas, 1I50x150 cm, 2014 (detail)




despre Spatiu

In panzele seriei care alcatuieste prezenta expozitie in spatiul 418
Gallery din Bucuresti, artistul Petrica Stefan propune o Intalnire a privitorului
cu imagini ale unor dimensiuni paralele. Spatiile virtuale imaginate de el sunt
infinite si diverse din punct de vedere cromatic. Sunt aglomerari de tuse intr-un
joc brownian, sau tratari intr-o geometrie metafizica.

Fiecare compozitie pare uninstantaneu al unuimacro-cosmos surprins pe
oimensd placa foto-sensibild, developata si marita, cu scopul revelarii imaterialului.
Odata expus la radiatia si vibratia tusei, privitorul va fi tentat sa interpreteze fie
detaliul unei galaxii Indepdrtate sau nasterea unei supernove, fie sa panorameze
un moment inghetat in timp al unei intregi scandri a Big-Bang-ului. Apoi, privind in
ansamblu toata seria, va fi tentat sa chestioneze dacanu priveste, de fapt, imaginea
inmiita a uneilamele care descrie un microcosmos celular.

Intr-o erd in care omenirea se confrunta cu descoperiri ale fizicii menite
sa confirme teorii considerate speculatii acum jumatate de secol sau mai putin,
intr-un spatiu In care suntem martorii unor miscari tectonice politice si sociale
care genereaza amestecuri intre civilizatii si culturi diferite farda precedent, arta
lui Petrica Stefan face apel la dimensiuni paralele, creeaza spatii transcendentale,
spatii de evadare individuala.

Rezumand, demersul actual al seriei despre Spatiu propune o teorie
a (re)gasirii echilibrului initial uman, a serenitatii infantile care este un dat al
fiintei umane. Acest echilibru sensibil se destabilizeaza odatd cu avansarea pe
scara temporald a existentei de zi cu zi, apar anxietati, monologuri interioare si
incertitudini. Nevoia constanta de restabilire a echilibrului initial ne Impinge
catre esentializare si origine. Ne remodeldam constant spatiile in care gandim, ne
regasim sau contemplam de unii singuri.

Seria despre Spatiu deschide o fereastra spre universul personal al
pictorului, prin care putem privi. Putem transforma experienta intalnirii cu
lucrarile sale Intr-o meditatie individuala in raport cu spatiul interior personal.
Cum ar arata aceste universuri paralele ale fiecaruia dintre noi? Ce elemente le-ar
compune?

Petrica Stefan foloseste ca resursa inspirationala experienta initiatica
a meditatiei in naturg, pe colinele din zona Hateg dar si dialogurile cu profesorul
saudin facultate, Cristian Sida, despre expresionismul abstract allui de Kooningin
contextul Scolii de la New York.

Ilina Schileru, curator

» EMBRYOS 32 WHITE, marker, oil on canvas, 140x130cm, 2015
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A UTOPIAN MOVEMENT 4, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 200x150cm, 2015
<« UTOPIAN MOVEMENT 4, detail
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A EMBRYOS 5, watercolor, oil on canvas, 180x150 cm, 2013
A EMBRYOS 33 ORGANIC, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 200x150 cm, 2015

» EMBRYOS 34 BLACK, marker, oil on canvas, 150x150 cm, 2015
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A INSIDE DELUSION 3, acrylic, marker, oil on canvas, 120x100 cm, 2016
» AIR TOPOGRAPHY 1, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 120x80 cm, 2015
» SYNTHETIC LANDSCAPE 2, acrylicmarker, oil on canvas, 150x90 cm, 2016
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A UTOPIAN MOVEMENT 3, 0il on canvas, 150x150 cm, 2015
<€ UTOPIAN MOVEMENT 1, il on canvas, 150x150 cm, 2014




A WATER CLOUD 3, charcoal, oil on canvas, 90x80 cm, 2016
<« INSIDE DELUSION 1, oil on canvas, 140x140 cm, 2015
» WATER CLOUD 3, detail
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A WATER CLOUD 2, oil on canvas, 80x80 cm, 2015
» EMBRYOS 12, marker, oil on canvas, 170x150 cm, 2013
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A EMBRYOS 27, charcoal, marker, ulei pe panza, 200x150 cm, 2014
» EMBRYOS 30 BODY, charcoal, oil on canvas, 200x150 cm, 2014
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A EMBRYOS 28, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 200x150 cm, 2014
» EMBRYOS 26 BLUE, oil on canvas, 150x150 cm, 2014
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A WATER CLOUD 1, oil on canvas, 180x150 cm, 2015
» SYNTHETIC LANDSCAPE], oil on canvas, 150x150 cm, 2015
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A LANDSCAPE 2, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 110x80 cm, 2014
<« LANDSCAPE 1, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 110x80 cm, 2014
» LANDSCAPE 2, detail
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A EMBRYOS 38, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 50x50 cm, 2015
A EMBRYOS 37, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, 50x50 cm, 2015
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A AIR TOPOGRAPHY 4, charcoal, marker, oil on canvas, diptych, 300x150 cm, 2016
» UTOPIAN MOVEMENT 2, marker, oil on canvas, 120x100 cm, 2014
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EXHIBITIONS

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2016
Malerei
Rumanisches Honorarkonsulat Klagenfurt

2013
Embryos
Calina Gallery, Timisoara

2012
Konfrontation v.
Galerie 3,Klagenfurt

2011
Evolution
Triade Gallery, Timisoara

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2015
Beyond the Silence
Theresia Bastion, Timisoara

2014
The Vanishing Point
TIMCO space by Galeria Calina

Cetate - Workshop at the Danube VII
418 Gallery, Bucharest, Romania

2011

Spazi Apertti
Romanian Cultural Institute, Roma
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Ars Pontem Contest (won)
Rogathe Church, Hamburg

Visual Arts Salon
Baroque Palace, Timisoara

2010
Studio Diary
Casa Artelor Gallery, Timisoara

Studio Diary
UnaGaleria, Bucharest

Juventus contest (won), Ist Prize
Triade Gallery, Timisoara

Enough!
Helios Gallery, Timisoara

Sign-Symbol
Romanian Cultural Institute, Budapesta

Arts & Design College Anniversary Exhibition
Timco Spaces, Timisoara

Visual Arts Salon
Baroque Palace, Timisoara

2009
Visual Arts Salon
Baroque Palace, Timisoara

SYMPOSIUMS

2014

Cetate Arts Danube - Artists in Residence
Workshop at The Danube VII

Barbu Druga Castle, Cetate, Romania

A INSIDE DELUSION 2, charcoal, oil on canvas, 80x80 cm, 2015
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He studied at the Art and Design University in Timisoara and graduated from the Painting
Department in 2010. In 2012 he got his master's degree with “Sources and resources of the image” in the
same University . He had his debut with a solo exhibition called Evolution at Triade Gallery, Timisoara
in 2011. Since then he had various exhibitions in Bucharest, Rome, Hamburg, Budapest. He now lives and
works in Timisoara, Romania.

Petrica Stefanisinstinctive; he had learned the lesson of Soulages, one of hisidol painters,along
time ago. If Pierre Soulages discovered abstract art in 1946, at his friend’s hairdresser’s in Paris, Petrica
discovers abstraction as some natural need, living latently even in his first paintings.

He is a mysterious, discrete and very peaceful character. When he is not silent, Petrica Stefan
paints. Brancusi used to say “You are either silent or you say something better than silence”. In Petrica’s
case the transition to the act of painting betrays a very loquacious artist within the studio’s walls.

Thereisarelationship of complicity between the silence of the surface and the volubility of the
field of signs on plain surfaces inducing, from the very first reading, the sensation of a subjective, strange
and metaphysical space. He identified distinct ways to draw space knowing that only the facile practice
of the abstraction can be an end of the road if approaching traditional formulas.

Cristian Sida

A studiat la Facultatea de Arte si Design din Timisoara, absolvind Sectia de Pictura in 2010. In
2012 a obtinut diploma de masterat cu proiectul ,Surse siresurse ale imaginii’ in cadrul aceleiasi facultati.
Artistul a debutat cu o expozitie personald intitulatd Evolutie la Galeria Triade din Timisoara, in anul 2011
Dupa aceasta au urmat diverse alte expozitii la Bucuresti, Roma, Hamburg si Budapesta. Acum artistul
traieste silucreaza in Timisoara, Romania.

Petrica Stefan este instinctiv, invatand lectia lui Soulages, unul dintre idolii sdi in picturd, cu mult
timp in urma. Daca Pierre Soulages a descoperit arta abstracta in 1946 la coaforul prietenului sau din Paris,
Petrica descopera abstractul ca o nevoie naturald ce traieste latent inca de la primele sale lucrari. Este un
personaj misterios, discret si foarte pasnic. Cand nu se retrage in tacere, Petrica Stefan picteaza. Brancusi
spunea ,Fie taci, fie spui ceva mai bun decat tacerea’. In cazul lui Petricd, tranzitia catre actul pictarii
tradeaza un artist foarte locvace in perimetrul atelierului de lucru.

Exista o relatie de complicitate intre tacerea de suprafata si volubilitatea campului de semne
de pe suprafetele plane care induce inca de la prima lectura senzatia unui spatiu subiectiv, straniu si
metafizic. Artistul a identificat cai distincte de a trasa spatiul, stiind ca numai practica facild a abstractului
poate fi capatul de drum prin abordarea formulelor traditionale.

Cristian Sida
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